








EVENTS

6pm-7pm - Burgage Hall - £14 - £7 for
Friends of Ledbury Poetry ® ®

ANNEMARIE Ni
CHURREAIN +
CATHY GALVIN

An evening exploring Ireland, identity, and
the power of place. Irish poet Annemarie Ni
Churredin’s recent collection Hymn to All the
Restless Girls offers lyrical acts of witness to
histories of girlhood and resistance, steeped
in folklore, superstitions, and the richness of
Irish language. Cathy Galvin’s Ethnology: A Love
Song for Connemara draws on the mystical cry
for the dead of her Irish-speaking ancestors.
Together, their work opens a dialogue
between past and present, voice and land, in
contemporary poetry from Ireland.
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ANNEMARIE Ni CHURREAIN - CREDIT DOIRE PRESS

Kindly sponsored by BRM

7pm - 9:30pm - Market Theatre - £14

DIVERSION

Diversion is Ledbury Poetry’s bi-monthly spoken word and open mic night, hosted by the inimitable
Emma Clowsley, with a focus on spoken word and up-and-coming poets alongside established
poets. In this special Festival edition, Bradley Taylor and Aflo the Poet bring you a vibrant,
impactful evening of spoken word. Expect humanity, humour, resistance, and radical honesty

Sign up for Open Mic on the door.
PLEASE NOTE: This event may contain adult language and subject matter.

8pm -9pm - Burgage Hall - £14

POYUMS ANNAW: LEN PENNIE

Sunday Times bestselling author and performance poet sensation Len Pennie reads from
her fiercely honest second collection Poyums Annaw. Her poems are a call to arms,
confronting violence, patriarchy and injustice with tenderness, quick-wit and righteous fury.
Poyums Annaw firmly underscores Len’s place as a defining voice in contemporary poetry.
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EVENTS

SATURDAY / 4TH JULY

10am - 5pm . St Michael & All Angels
Church - Free & unticketed

MASEFIELD MARATHON

The Masefield Matters project is raising the
profile of John Masefield in Ledbury through
a marathon 7 hour read-in! The marathon will
cover most aspects of his work; short poems,
extracts from longer narrative poems, novels
and plays. A team of 50 or more readers

will ensure that everyone is on top of their
game! Drop in any time between 10.00am and
5.00pm. No entry charge but donations to the
project welcomed. Refreshments on sale.

10am - 11:30am - 12 New Street,
Ledbury - £26

THE CREATIVE WRITING
BREAKFAST CLUB

Your session will be led by poet Laurie Bolger.
Come and scribble with a tea and take in the
warm and creative vibes. Stationery & tea
provided so just bring yourselves & your
brilliant fizzy imaginations.

Newbies welcome & no experience needed!

LAURIE BOLGER

10am -11lam - The Victorian Room, Ledbury
Library - Free and unticketed

YOUNG POETS
COMPETITION
WINNNERS EVENT

Join us to celebrate the ten winners of Ledbury
Young Poets Competition 2025, who will read
their winning poems on the theme of “In My
Imagination”. This event is always an absolute
highlight of the festival, and this year we’re
expecting incredible pictures being painted in
words as we go on an adventure of imagination.

1lam -12pm - Burgage Hall - £6 ®®

LEDBURY POETRY
COMPETITION
WINNNERS EVENT

Competition judge, Neil Astley, will host this
celebration of the winners of Ledbury Poetry
Competition 2025, who were selected from
over a thousand entries. Jonathon Edwards,
Michael Martin, and Sophia Argyris will share
their winning poems and more.
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EVENTS

12:30pm - 1:15pm - Burgage Hall - £10 ® ®

POETRY SOCIETY NEW
POETS SHOWCASE

The Poetry Society introduces three exciting
new poets all recently published in Poetry
Review magazine. Rashed Aqrabawi is a
London-based poet born in Amman. He won
the 2024 BOMB poetry prize and his debut
pamphlet is Christ, Mountain Road (pub Blown
Rose). Olive Franklin’s debut pamphlet Dyke
Juvenilia won the Poetry London Pamphlet
Prize 2026. Ellora Sutton’s debut collection
is Little Bitch just published by Verve, which
follows pamphlets Artisanal Slush and
Antonyms for Burial.

Introduced by Poetry Society Director
Judith Palmer.

RASHED AQRABAWI

2pm - 3pm - The Market Theatre - £14

UN/SAFE: KAREN
MCCARTHY WOOLF

Whether it’s via tattoos, trees or the totemic
quality of cats, McCarthy Woolf pulls us into
the processes of gentrification and class
division with an immediacy that makes them
impossible to ignore.

A moving, critical and highly intuitive epic
weaving together poetry, documentary and
lyric essay, Unsafe is an interrogation of what
it means to be a citizen and testimony to the
remaining spaces we can call free.

This rare event will feature readings from Un/
Safe, as well as a screening of a new short film
by Venezuelan animation collective MECHA,
produced in collaboration with The Poetry
Society, and a discussion with Judith Palmer.

Kindly sponsored by John Burns

4pm - 5:15pm « Community Hall - £14

SEAMUS HEANEY

To celebrate the release of Faber’s The Poems

of Seamus Heaney, we welcome editors of
Heaney’s work, as well as close friends and
fellow poets, to offer their personal insights
into the Nobel Prize-winning Irish poet, Seamus
Heaney. Including illuminating critical notes,
this definitive edition encompasses all the
poems published both in Heaney’s lifetime and
posthumously - plus some poems never
previously published. Join Christopher Reid,
Bernard O’Donoghue, Maura Dooley and
Andrew McNeillie for this unique, one-off event.

Kindly sponsored by White Heron Estate,
Tours & Drinks

LEDBURYPOETRY.ORG.UK
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EVENTS

7:30pm - 10pm + The Market Theatre + £10

LEDBURY
POETRY SLAM!

It’s a knockout night in Ledbury as poets

take the page onto the stage to compete for
points that lead to prizes! In this ever-popular
contest, brave bards air their own poemsin a
bid to reach the hearts and hearing parts of
the public. Judges rate the quality of writing,
performance and warmth of the applaudience,
as they crown the Ledbury Poetry Slam
Champion 2026. Come and lend your support
for those aiming to stanza and deliver! Elvis
McGonagall and Sara-Jane Arbury compére
and contrast in an evening of good verse-
vibrations.

ELVIS MCGONAGALL

To enter as a competitor, please email
sjarbury@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE: This event may contain adult
language and subject matter.

SARA-JANE ARBURY

8pm -9pm + Community Hall - £20

NEW CEMETERY: AN
EVENING WITH SIMON
ARMITAGE

The Poet Laureate makes peace with the

dead in his highly imaginative and wide-
ranging major new collection New Cemetery.
The conversion of a local beauty spot into a
municipal graveyard is the starting point.
From regular walks around the boundary
near his moorland home, Simon Armitage
chronicles the extraordinary transformation
of landscape both outer and inner. These
luminous and wry poems are as surprising as

SIMON ARMITAGE, CREDIT PAUL STUART they are life-enhancing.
PHOTOGRAPHY LTD.

Kindly sponsored by Simon & Margi Payton
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EVENTS

SUNDAY / 5TH JULY

10am -11lam -+ Community Hall - £14

FAMILY LINES: RACHEL
BOWER & SIMON
ARMITAGE

Poems about parents and parenthood have
been written throughout history, exploring the
relationships that remain eternally familiar
yet endlessly unfathomable. Family Lines
traces this rich tradition, presenting diverse
perspectives on subjects including pregnancy
and arrivals, loss and letting go, mothers and
fathers, ageing and farewells. Simon Armitage
and Rachel Bower’s marvellous selection
stretches from antiquity to the present

day, bringing together adored classics and
extraordinary contemporary poems.

12pm - 1pm - Burgage Hall - £14 ®

LADY: LAURIE BOLGER
& EMMA CLOWSLEY

In her first full collection, Lady, Laurie Bolger
explores the many roles girls and women are
asked to play and the dressing-up outfits they
try on for size - whether housewife or hen,
sister or mum, landlady, exercise instructor
or best friend forever. Bolger's poems turn

her bold, funny and wise words on boys, body
image and the pressure to make yourself fit
into a pigeon-hole, when all you really want to
do is soar away on your own wings.

Emma Clowsley’s The Mid-Life Lesbian (Flight
of the Dragonfly Press) is a light-hearted
exploration of relationships, relearning your
body, the importance of communication and
what brings you joy at a crossroad in life.

2pm - 3pm - Burgage Hall - £14 ©®@®

ASTRA
PAPACHRISTODOULOU
& RACHEL BOWER

From wax to word, bees become a shared
language between Rachel Bower and Astra
Papachristodolou across two strikingly
different approaches. Moving between hope and
unease, Rachel Bower’'s pamphlet Bee explores
the sweetness and sting of human relationships
with the rest of the natural world. Astra
Papachristodoulou’s Selected Variations for Bees
was originally conceived as a sculptural artist’s
book, with pages encased in burnt beeswax, and
responds to the ecological threat posed to bees.
Together, they offer a meditation on fragility,
wonder, and survival.

2pm - 3pm - Depart from the Master’s
House, Ledbury - £8

GHOST PUBS: PART 2

Following the runway success of Ghost Pubs:
Part 1, join poets from the Herefordshire
Stanzas in a walk around sites of Ledbury’s
long-lost watering holes, and listen to poems
especially written to celebrate these ‘ghost’
pubs of bygone days. Cheers! The tour finishes
in a pub that’s very much alive for a glass of
something long and cold!

4pm - Spm - Burgage Hall - £14 @

STUART MACONIE:
DESERT ISLAND POEMS

Join us as we spend an hour getting to know
the poems that have inspired and shaped
radio DJ, author, and television presenter,
Stuart Maconie. Chaired by Writing West
Midlands Director, Jonathon Davidson.

Kindly sponsored by Forrest Optical Styling
Studio, and by Butler & Sweatman

LEDBURYPOETRY.ORG.UK
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Ledbury’s friendly local food and drink festival
with added poetry and music takes place
again in the historic setting of St Katherine’s,
Ledbury by the 15th-century Master’s House on
Sunday 5th July - the last day of the festival.

d

This popular FREE event is organised by a
partnership of Ledbury Food Group, Ledbury
Poetry and Ledbury Town Council, who are all
aiming to delight you at this festival within
a festival.

This vibrant final day has become a highlight
of the festival week, as we bring residents and
visitors together to end on a high.

THE LEDBURY CELEBRATION TAKES PLACE:

Sunday 5th July between 11.00am to 4.00pm
in St Katherine’s Car Park and Square, just
off Ledbury High Street. Entertainment from

YOU WILL DISCOVER:

¢ Asmall but special outdoor food and drink

market featuring the best of local produce
and street-food for you to enjoy at the
event, while enjoying the entertainment, or
to take home to enjoy later.

Lively poetry and spoken word
entertainment provided by Ledbury Poetry.

A magical miscellany of musical
entertainment featuring local artists.

Plus lots more including activities for
children and families!

12 noon.

The full programme will be available at:
www.ledburyfoodgroup.org from mid-June.

Parking at public car parks in Ledbury is free
on Sundays.
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MAP & VISITING LEDBURY

VISITING
LEDBURY

Ledbury is well served by bus, coach, and train services from London and the Midlands as well as
being within a few minutes of the M50 motorway.

POETRY PUB TRAIL

The pubs in Ledbury are mixing poetry into
their menus. Each has created a poetry-
inspired drink. Can you follow the poetry pub
trail and guess the poem behind each pour?
No prizes, just the pleasure of poetry -and a
good tipple.

n LEDBURY POETRY HOUSE
e COMMUNITY HALL
e MARKET THEATRE

o BURGAGE HALL

e THE HERITAGE CENTRE

e RAILWAY STATION @

0 WEAVERS GALLERY

e LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL/TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
e CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

@ WALLED GARDEN

Q LEDBURY COMMUNITY HUB

@ LEDBURY LIBRARY/THE MASTER’S HOUSE

@ RED EARTH ARTS STUDIO

@ TINSMITHS

@ JOHN MASEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

Car Park
P

1
GRIDGE STREE

Market
@ Street e

To the A
Railway Station

oE STREET -
28
P < Market House

19q

WORCESTER ROA?

LEDBURY
POETRY
HOUSE
BOX OFFICE

aNaHLnos 3HL
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WITH THANKS

THANK YOU

As a registered charity, Ledbury Poetry relies on the generosity of funders, sponsors and partners

to achieve its mission of inspiring creativity, connection, and lasting impact through the
transformative power of poetry. Ledbury Poetry acknowledges with grateful thanks the vital support
of Arts Council England (West Midlands) and the funding, sponsorship, donations and assistance
of the following:

PRINCIPAL FUNDERS:

5 COoy Supported using public funding by

§ 2| ARTS COUNCIL
%® | ENGLAND

co The
mThe D'Oyly Carte Charitable Trust Qp EVESO N

Trust

M Co-funded by = HEREFSRDSHIRE
L the European Union

Pennington Mellor-Munthe

THE Ggfm{&/iwm\] Charity Trust

Herefordshire

County BID VERSOPOLIS

PARTNERS:

A

ARYON  BOOKS

THEPOETRYSOCIETY

Dt AN The . Herefordshire
Reader Council

WRITING
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WITH THANKS

LEDBURY POETRY FESTIVAL SPONSORS:

f Massage Therapy

\\\émuwww

@
(O)a%’(?//llﬂll

BUTLER

Optical Styll

Funerals

Ledbury

cdoowin [
N (WORD

Ledbury Town Council

=

\
N—

redkite

solicitors « cyfreithwyr

B GAYNAN
& SON
JEWELLERS OF LEDBURY

ASSOCIATION

L28 UNIVERSITY of
WORCESTER

LEDBURY POETRY FESTIVAL SPONSORS:

Viv Arscott « John Burns « Nigel & Allison Falls « BRM « Simon & Margi Payton « Sir Roy Strong

THANKS TO LEDBURY POETRY FRIENDS,
LIFE MEMBERS, AND CHAMPIONS:

e Alison Brackenbury
e Anna Dear

¢ BellaJohnson

e Caroline Hillaby

e Fran Martel

e lanJones

« Kerstin Ingham

o LesleyIngram

o Peter Daniels

« SueBolt

« Sean Swallow

Thank you to all our volunteers and supporters
who work with us through the year and during
the Festival.

Brochure Design by The Curious, creative
digital marketing agency that helps businesses
grow by building meaningful brands and
powerful websites.

Print by Print by Seacourt.net

Ledbury Poetry are committed to working with
the environment. This programme is printed
using 100% renewable energy, zero R water

or chemicals, zero waste to landfill and no
negative carbon impact. Please recycle.

LEDBURYPOETRY.ORG.UK

27



LEDBURY POETRY

Copyright © Ledbury Poetry Festival Limited
Charity number 1059465



